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a Total GHG Emissions excluding land-use change and forestry (2012 numbers). Data taken from CAIT Climate Data. 
Retrieved from http://cait.wri.org/Explorer . For ranking purposes, we are not counting the European Union as a 
country. 

http://cait.wri.org/Explorer
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b United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
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c Business as usual scenario of emission projections is based on economic growth in the absence of climate change 
policies starting from 2013 (Mexico’s NDC). Total GHG emissions in 2013 were 665 Mt. of CO2e (2015 Mexico’s 
Biennial Report) 
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Reduction of Carbon Dioxide Emissions from Coal-fired Generation of Electricity Regulations 

                                                           
d First Ministers is a collective term used to define all Canadian heads of government including Canada’s Prime 
Minister, and provincial and territorial premiers. 
e Which the regulation defines as 45-50 years of age. 
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Energy Efficiency Regulations 

Fuel-Efficiency Standards 

Renewable Fuel Regulations 

Low-Carbon Economy Fund 

British Columbia’s Carbon Tax 
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Alberta’s Climate Leadership Plan 

Quebec’s Cap-and-Trade Program 

 
 

 

 

This voluntary partnership developed a common set of guidelines to facilitate mutual cooperation 

to collectively reduce 15% of emissions by 2020. Contrary to the European Union’s Emissions 

Trading System, the WCI is a non-binding voluntary agreement, which is not mandated by a higher 

authority and where each participating jurisdiction maintains autonomy to establish its own 

emission targets. 
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Ontario’s Cap-and-Trade and Climate Action Plan 

Manitoba’s Cap-and-Trade Plans 

Newfoundland and Labrador’s Management of Greenhouse Gas Act 

Other Actions at the Provincial Level 

                                                           
f This partnership includes the Government of Canada, the Government of Saskatchewan, SaskPower and private 
industry. The utility is provincial crown corporation. 
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Clean Power Plan 

CAFE Fuel Efficiency Standards 

                                                           
g Fossil fuel powered plants built after 2014 are subject to a separate new source performance standards under 
Section 111(b) of the CAA. However, states that choose a mass-based plan under the CPP can also choose to 
include new plants under that cap. 
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Renewable Fuels Standards 

Appliance Efficiency Standards 

Renewables Tax Credits 

Fugitive Emissions Standards 
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California AB32 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) 

State Renewable Portfolio Standards 

Energy Efficiency Tax Incentives 
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Carbon Tax 

Climate Change Fund 

                                                           
h Ley General del Cambio Climático.  
i Mexico’s most recent (2015) climate pledge (22% reduction by 2030) is not consistent with its previous target for 
2020 (30% reduction by 2020) brought forward during the Copenhagen and Cancun climate conferences. While 
this older 2020 pledge was conditional on international support, Mexico’s most recent pledge is unconditional. 
j Currency rate as of May 31st, 2016: USD $1 = MXN $ 18.4118 (Banco de México) 
k The number of registered Mexican CDM projects amount to 201. From 2005 (CDM’s starting year) to June 2014, 
Mexican projects received 23,868,978 CERs. (Mexico’s First Biennial Update Report to the UNFCCC, 2015) 



Overview of the North American Climate Policy Landscape at the National and Subnational Levels 

12 
 

Fuel-efficiency Standards 

2013 Energy Reform and the Creation of Clean Energy Certificates 

National Strategy for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (ENAREDD+) 
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l The U.S Environmental protection Agency recently issued three rules to curb emissions of methane, smog forming 
volatile compounds and toxic air pollutants such as benzene from new, modified and reconstructed oil and gas 
sources. The agency also issues a request for information that will provide critical information in order to develop 
regulations to reduce methane emission. Environmental Protection Agency (2016). EPA’s Actions to Reduce 
Methane Emissions from the Oil and Natural Gas Industry: Final Rules and Draft Information Collection Request. 
Retrieved from https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/oilandgas/may2016/nsps-overview-fs.pdf  

https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/oilandgas/may2016/nsps-overview-fs.pdf
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m In the next five year the three countries have committed to spending the following amounts per year: Canada – 
USD $590 million; United States USD $12.83 billion; and Mexico USD $62 million. (Mission Innovation website, 
2016) 
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