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Circular Procurement 
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Multi-pronged implementation tool delivers on 
several policy objectives and outcomes 
simultaneously

Has capacity to go beyond delivery of 
environmental gains by concurrently driving social 
and economic benefits 

Builds capacity in public and private sectors 

Advances Sustainable Development Goals

Scalable: applied in any jurisdiction regardless of 
level, location, size

Does not require regulatory intervention
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Circular Economy Benefits: Triple Bottom Line
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Public Procurement Opportunities
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procurement 
• $200 billion: Canada’s spend on procurement 
• $160 billion: local governments combined spend 
• $2.3 Billion; City of Toronto 
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Construction & Infrastructure 111.6 54%

Information & Technology 74.9 4%

Transportation & Fleet Managementt 51.9 3%
Facilities Management 35.5 2%

Furniture & Office Supplies 37.7 2%
Textiles 10.4 1%

Food & Catering 18.7 1%

Top Spend Category Category Spend ($M) Total Spend
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Circular Business Models
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Transition and Implementation 
Barriers
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• Fair competition: perception that it will lead to sole sourcing  

• Perception that it will cost more

• Trade Agreements

• Definition of value for money: don’t have qualifiers for social and 
environmental gains or losses

• Inability to measure all benefits or baseline status quo

• Takes Vision – Leadership – in procurement and finance functions… not just 
sustainability

• Change management: we always do it this way

• Lack of exchange and collaboration between governments

• Lack of implementation sources and tools
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/RecyclingCouncilofOntario /RecyclingCouncilofOntario/company/Recycling-Council-
of-Ontario

@RCOntario

Jo-Anne St.Godard 
Executive Director 
416.657.2797 ext. 3
joanne@rco.on.ca

RCO.on.ca

https://www.facebook.com/RecyclingCouncilofOntario/
https://www.instagram.com/recyclingcouncilofontario/
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/recycling-council-of-ontario
https://twitter.com/rcontario
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