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Obstacles



Citizen’s Call



• Implement all components of the Global Sustainable Economy,
• Reining in the power of businesses, overcoming vested interests 

via
• Enhanced, strategic civic and consumer action
• Informed by unbiased distillation of complex contentious issues
• Unleashed by new supply-chain solutions

This is not the end, but a beginning

Citizen’s Call
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Values: Majority Is Already 
Onside

“Other”: Humans have a responsibility to account for our own impacts to the environment 
because they can harm other people

Klain, Olmsted et al., 2017 PLOS ONE



Processors

Distributors

Retailers

Producers

Consumers

Marketers

Org

Org

Org

Org
Org 

Marketers

Certification

Chan et al. 2017 in Levin & Poe
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Certification is cool, but …

Normative 
judgments



Certification Challenges
1. Cost
2. Residual impacts, ‘less-bad’ logic
3. Choice-restriction



• Too many issues
• Too much complexity
• Too much contention

Cacophony of Concerns



Certification Challenges
1. Cost
2. Residual impacts, ‘less-bad’ logic
3. Choice-restriction
4. Cacophony
5. Reliance on a ‘green’ identity, deepening divides

à Hobbles collective action and norms





Simplicity

Maybe people won’t identify as concerned 
until they can take action



Connect consumer/retailer concern to actions that do good, 
linked to but de-coupled from the product

E.g., Ocean-Positive (O+)



E.g., Project Beef

Pixabay
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Infrastructure for Sustainability

Wikimedia




