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Overview

Haida Gwai "Islands of the People*

An Indigenous territory managed and
protected by the Haida Nation

(Haida Constitution 2010).
Pop: 4200
Primarily diesel generated electricity:

~10,000,000 L annually
~ 24,000 (T CO2 ¢)
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Overarching Methodology & Holding Dual Roles

“For people who have lived in reserves and have been viewed as species to be studied and exploited, research has left
distaste in our mouths.” Haida scholar and SFU graduate, Kii’iljuus Barbara Wilson (2019)

* While the analytical methods in each study will vary (i.e., literature reviews, energy -
economy modelling, focus groups), I consistently employ the overarching methodology
of an Indigenous Research Paradigm (Wilson, 2009).

* And through my IRP approach I seek to demonstrate Participatory Action Research
(PAR). Shawn Wilson has referred to PAR as “a complimentary framework for accepting
the uniqueness of an Indigenous research paradigm”(Wilson, 2009, p. 16). O’Brian
provides an early definition of PAR as:

a dual commitment in action research to study a system and concurrently to
collaborate with members of the system in changing it into what is together
regarded as a desirable direction. Accomplishing this twin goal requires the active
collaboration of researcher and client, and thus it stresses the importance of co-
learning as a primary aspect of the research process. (O ‘Brien 2001)
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The Haida Nation has a long relationship living

— with the land and sea, and we have deep knowledge =
, that guides our responsibility as stewards of these \
/ 72 Islands. Today, the Islands’ communities have demonstrated a N \
commitment to watch over the land and sea and to take care of cach o
other. Together we acknowledge that our ways of living are dependent on the
well-being of Haida Gwaii.

Human behavior is changing the climate. To take action on this global issue, Haida Gwaii must
turn away from diesel generated energy and invest in clean sources of power. With our geography,
resources, and new technology, we are in a unique position to chart a path that will take us ro the
forefront of ending the fossil fuel era.

Loocal, clean power systems will ensure our energy security while maintaining an environment
that has nurtured the peoples of these Islands for millennia. Being on the frontline of this global
transition is important to enhance our role as strong environmental stewards. The steps we take
today demonstrate our responsibility and commitment to address climate change globally by
taking action locally.

We, the undersioned, conmmit to transform our Islands’ electrical systems to clean and renewable energy. We
will take action individually in our bomes and collectively in owr commmnities to reduce our electrical
consumption, enswre bealthy and energy efficient buildings, and invest in small-scale sustainable
energy solutions.

Working together, the Conncil of the Haida Nation, Hereditary 1 caders,
| illage Conncils, Municipalities, Regional Districts, and Island
citizens declare that we will work together to becomre
energy sovereign by 2023,

2018



Multilevel government commitments to both UNDRIP implementation
and decarbonization targets:

. In 2018 the provincial Clean BC plan set an 80% diesel generated
electricity reduction target.

. BC passed the Declaration on the rights on Indigenous Peoples Act in
2019 (First government in North America).

. In 2019 the federal government sought to eliminate remote community
diesel generated electricity emissions or “eliminate” it.

. And in 2021 Canada passed Bill C-15 their own UNDRIP Legislation.




Haida Gwaii as a percent of remote community emissions in BC and Canada
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Source: NRCan Remote Community Energy Database 2021




Haida Gwaii

Increasing Diesel Use

* Compared to BC’s
already clean energy

profile...

Electricity Generation (kWh)

SRR L ERE R

Selh_ O, {OmC

EEERE L ERE R

EAEEE L ERE R

FALEE L ERE 1 8]

nRER L EREn)

F010

2011

01z 2013 2014 2015 2016
Year

2017 FO1E 2019

W FAS OG5 Production (kW] W =PT oG5 Production [kKWhj HEPT PP Purchase (kK'Wh)

Figure & Electricity Genarotion Profils By NLA

Source: HG Draft Forecast (2021)



Issue: Economic Viability proves challenging

* Electricity in BC 1s already over 90% non-emitting (half of
BC’s emissions by sector 1% of all emissions to begin with)

70 _ .
* HG emissions do not represent even a fraction of the
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Source: Canada Energy Regulator 2024 8



Solutions: Tll Yahda Energ?ly can balance the trade-offs
normally required of small states through government
commitments to UNDRIP implementation

Graph 1: The impossible energy trinity
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Source: Thaler et al, 2021



Grants and Contributions

* NRCAN CleanEnergy and Remote Community Division (CERRC)
created a “hub” with all other ministries to ensure ease of access tc

capital for new projects and upgrades for remote communities (a 6
year $220M fund). (CERRC 2024).

* Canda also has the Indigenous off diesel Initiative (IODI) (a S20M
fund).

* BC provided the New relationship Trust (NRT) funding for the

(Community Energy Diesel Reduction) CEDR program. It began at
S30M (2022) then doubled to S60M.



Project started Fall 2021 Project commissioned Fall 2025

(Commercial Operations achieved)
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